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2021 was a tough year for the industry, across all sectors

CEIR Total Index by Sector Including Cancellations, 2021, % Change from 2019 
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Outlook Moving Forward?



Source: https://covid19.who.int/
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What does COVID becoming endemic mean?

Year over year, the number of cases and 
hospitalizations should be less than the 

previous year, until there is a steady 
seasonal pattern with little to no 
difference one year to the next.

Source: Epistemix



Predictable patterns of COVID by city.
Predictable patterns of COVID by month.

Meaning…

Organizers can communicate months in 
advance about safety plans and what might be 
required at their event.

Organizers can look at shifting timing and 
location of events based on demographics.

What do the next few years 
look like for events?

Source: Epistemix



Outlook for Macroeconomy Is Strong – More KPI’s 
are positive than negative 

GDP Growth
Consumer spending
Job gains
Unemployment rate

Inflation
Supply chain
Labor force participation rate



Job increases in the past few months have surpassed expectations, 
averaging about 500 thousand jobs during last six months.
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Travel recovery slowed with onset of Omicron, 
though is rebounding in 2022.

Positive trends continue for travel though likely to 
remain below 2019 levels this year:

ü Lifting of proof of negative COVID test for International 
Travelers as of June 12.

ü Domestic business trips improving – 65% usually 
allowed; international trips lagging – 45% usually 
allowed. (GBTA survey)

ü Per US Travel Assn April data: US overseas visitors, 
improving, though varies by region:
ü Overall, 43% below 2019 
ü European markets down just 34% vs 2019 
ü Asian markets are most challenged, down 71% 

largely due to restrictions in individual countries

Source: 
TSE and 
CEIR

TSA Checkpoint Travel #'s, 7-Day Average vs. 2019
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Driving trends took a hit at outset of 2022, though align with 2019 
starting in April, then decline slightly, likely due to rising gas prices 

Weekly Averages 

-11.5% vs 2019 
on June 12-13-21.8% vs 2019 

on Jan 2-8

Source: US Travel Association May Report and April GBTA Member Survey



Industry sentiment signals upcoming rebound –
exhibitors more bullish than attendees.

Exhibitors with Plans to Exhibit in 2021 through 2022

94%

Attendee Plans to Attend in 2021 through 2022

87%



Why a rebound is expected. 
Exhibitors



Why a rebound is expected. 

Attendees



CEIR 2021 & Q1 2022 Index Results



Performance since Q2 2021 has moved in the right direction, 
with cancellation rate declining each quarter
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Expected rebound is in play 
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Metrics are slowly improving among events held

Q1 2022 Overall Exhibiting Industry
Excluding Cancellations, % Change from Q1 2019
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Q4 2021 Overall Exhibiting Industry
Excluding Cancellations, % Change from Q4 2019



Most Likely Scenario
Base Case

Worst of New 
Variants New 

Cases is Behind 
Us 

By Q2 2022
Enough Americans 
Are Protected to 

Achieve Herd 
Immunity
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